 Red Letters

The greatest words ever spoken about your life, your relationships, and your future!

1. Jesus: Liar, Lunatic, or Lord? 

2. Personnel Jesus: What Jesus can do for you today.

3. Counter Culture Christ 

4. The Greatest Words Ever Spoken on Forgiveness

Week 1

Jesus: Liar, Lunatic, or Lord?
Some people say Jesus did not claim to be the Son of God, God in the flesh, eternal, the Savior of mankind, etc. Still others say they believe in Jesus as a great man or a prophet, but not as the Son of God.

But if Jesus Himself did claim these things when they are not true, or if He knowingly permitted people to make such claims on His behalf, then He would not be a good man or a true teacher at all. He would be a liar, a lunatic, and a false teacher.

There is no middle ground.

Jesus made 171 claims about himself. He was not shy at all about who he said he was!

CLIP FROM CASE FOR CHRIST – LEE STROBEL – THE POSSIBILITY OF FULFILLING THE PROFESIES

Who witnessed the claims of Christ?

The apostles.  There were other historians that mention Jesus, but the Bible is where we read the claims of Jesus.  If we don’t believe the Bible then we can’t believe in Jesus.

· Thousands of years and not one major fact of the Bible has been disproved.

· New Testament alone is considered to be 98.5% textually pure. 

· 6000 Greek copies, and the additional 21,000 copies in other languages, there is only one half of 1% variation.

· Copying mistakes did occur, but not about anything doctrinal – not the truth.

Just look at the lives of the disciples and how they died

· Peter - All agree that he was crucified. Origen says that Peter felt himself to be unworthy to be put to death in the same manner as his Master, and was therefore, at his own request, crucified with his head downward. 

· James the son of Zebedee – put to death

· Andrew – crucified

· Matthew – died a martyr

· Thomas – died a martyr

· James Alpheus – stoned to death and brains dashed out!

Jesus’ claims

John 4:25-26 (NLT) - The woman said, “I know the Messiah is coming—the one who is called Christ. When he comes, he will explain everything to us.” 26 Then Jesus told her, “I Am the Messiah!”

John 9:35-37 (NLT) – 35 When Jesus heard what had happened, he found the man and asked, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” 36 The man answered, “Who is he, sir? I want to believe in him.” 37 “You have seen him,” Jesus said, “and he is speaking to you!”

Matthew 26:63-66 (NLT) 63 But Jesus remained silent. Then the high priest said to him, “I demand in the name of the living God—tell us if you are the Messiah, the Son of God.” 64 Jesus replied, “You have said it. And in the future you will see the Son of Man seated in the place of power at God’s right hand and coming on the clouds of heaven.”

The Big Claim

John 8:48-59 (NIV) - 48 The Jews answered him, "Aren't we right in saying that you are a Samaritan and demon-possessed?" 49 "I am not possessed by a demon," said Jesus, "but I honor my Father and you dishonor me. 50 I am not seeking glory for myself; but there is one who seeks it, and he is the judge. 51 I tell you the truth, if anyone keeps my word, he will never see death." 52 At this the Jews exclaimed, "Now we know that you are demon-possessed! Abraham died and so did the prophets, yet you say that if anyone keeps your word, he will never taste death. 53 Are you greater than our father Abraham? He died, and so did the prophets. Who do you think you are?"

 

54 Jesus replied, "If I glorify myself, my glory means nothing. My Father, whom you claim as your God, is the one who glorifies me. 55 Though you do not know him, I know him. If I said I did not, I would be a liar like you, but I do know him and keep his word. 56 Your father Abraham rejoiced at the thought of seeing my day; he saw it and was glad."

 

57 "You are not yet fifty years old," the Jews said to him, "and you have seen Abraham!"

 

58 "I tell you the truth," Jesus answered, "before Abraham was born, I am!" 59 At this, they picked up stones to stone him, but Jesus hid himself, slipping away from the temple grounds.

· This is the most outrageous claim of all
Here he is: a human being, a mortal man; 5'10", maybe, 150 pounds of flesh and bones; born of a woman, needing food and drink and rest, like everyone else; not especially handsome, we think. And there he stands in front of the crowd: squinting in the sunlight, calluses on his hands, dirt between his toes, claiming to be God Almighty, King of the Universe, Maker of heaven and earth. No human being in his or her right mind would ever make such a claim—and no one has. Not even the most renowned and revered spiritual leaders in history.

No one has ever made this claim! 

· Abraham, the father of the nation of Israel

· Moses

· Siddharta Guatama – Buddha – “Look not to me. Look to my dharma (doctrine).”

· Confucius – Confucianism was the official state religion for almost 2,000 years. 

· Muhammad - The primal creed of Islam is: "There is no god but Allah. Muhammad is his prophet."

Jesus stands alone among the significant religious figures of history by making this claim.  "Before Abraham was, I am.”

Liar?

If Jesus was a liar, he cannot be a great moral teacher. 

He wasn't a good man after all. He was a bad man, a con-artist, a fraud. But, of course, that assessment doesn't fit the portrait of Jesus we find in the Gospels. His character and teaching are of such caliber that he has won the affection and devotion of people from every walk of life and every nation on earth.

PICTURES OF FAMOUS PEOPLE WEARING JESUS SHIRTS 

Lunatic?

As C.S. Lewis so memorably put it, "like the man who thinks he is a poached egg." He was delusional, a madman. 

Under the most stressful circumstances, he never lost his composure, never broke under the strain. Jesus was the sanest person who ever lived.

Josephus (Jewish historian):

"At this time there was a wise man who was called Jesus.  And his conduct was good, and he was known to be virtuous.  And many people from among the Jews and the other nations became his disciples. Pilate condemned him to be crucified and to die. And those who had become his disciples did not abandon his discipleship. They reported that he had appeared to them after his crucifixion and that he was alive; accordingly, he was perhaps the Messiah concerning whom the prophets have recounted wonders."

NO MENTION OF A CRAZY MAN! EVEN THOUGH HE WAS MAKING OUTRAGEOUS CLAIMS. AND BY THESE HIS OUTRAGEOUS CLAIMS, JESUS DEMANDS A VERDICT; REJECT HIM OR FALL ON YOUR KNEES BEFORE HIM.

CLIP – CASE FOR CHRIST AGAIN – TAKES MORE FAITH NOT TO BELIEVE

Jesus is LORD!

John 14:6 (NLT) - Jesus told him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one can come to the Father except through me. 

COMMUNION 

NEXT WEEK – WHAT CAN JESUS DO FOR YOU?

Week 2

Personal Jesus: what can Jesus do for you today?

Jesus does so many things!


He gives us freedom


He blesses us – the sermon on the mount


He bridges the gap between us and God
But I want to focus on what Jesus does for our heart.

1. He heals our broken heart

Luke 4:18-21 (NLT)

"The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, for he has appointed me to preach Good News to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim that captives will be released, that the blind will see, that the downtrodden will be freed from their oppressors, and that the time of the Lord's favor has come.  He rolled up the scroll, handed it back to the attendant, and sat down. Everyone in the synagogue stared at him intently. Then he said, "This Scripture has come true today before your very eyes!"

Jesus is quoting from Isaiah 61:1.

a. He starts by establishing our value!

Clip from Amazing Grace

Mark 12:29-31 (NLT)

Jesus replied, “The most important commandment is this: ‘Listen, O Israel! The Lord our God is the one and only Lord. 30 And you must love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your soul, all your mind, and all your strength.’  The second is equally important: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’  No other commandment is greater than these.”

b. He continues through his grace.

Matthew 9:13 (NLT)

Then he added, “Now go and learn the meaning of this Scripture: ‘I want you to show mercy, not offer sacrifices.’  For I have come to call not those who think they are righteous, but those who know they are sinners.”

Later, when Jesus was asked why he associated with notorious sinners, he told people, "Go and learn what this means: ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice’" (Matthew 9:13, quoting Hosea 6:6). In other words, God wants us to show mercy more than he wants us to be perfectionists in law-keeping.

The Prodigal Son

Luke 15:11-32 (NLT)

Spurgeon said in a sermon:

I do not suppose that the prodigal traveled very fast. I should imagine that he came very slowly—

"With heavy heart and downcast eye,

With many a sob and many a sigh."

He was resolve to come, yet he was half afraid. But we read that his father ran. Slow are the steps of repentance, but swift are the feet of forgiveness. God can run where we scarcely limp, and if we are limping towards Him, He will run towards us.

No matter what has happened, no matter what we’ve done – Jesus takes us back and cares for us.

In the Prodigal Son Jesus shows us three ways he heals our hearts through:

1. Much love

And when He comes, He comes to kiss. Master Trapp says that, if we had read that the father had kicked his prodigal son, we should not have been very much astonished.

You who repent, and come to Him, will discover how greatly He loves you. There is no measuring the love He bears towards you. He has loved you before the foundation of the world, and He will love you when time shall be no more. Oh, the immeasurable love of God to sinners who come and cast themselves upon His mercy!

2. Much forgiveness

"I understand it now; I see how He kisses all my sin away; and when it rises, He kisses it away again; and when I think of it with shame, He gives me another kiss; and when I blush all over at the remembrance of my evil deeds, he kisses me again and again, to assure me that I am fully and freely forgiven."

3. Full restoration
These repeated kisses meant, next, FULL RESTORATION. The prodigal was going to say to his father, "Make me as one of thy hired servants." In the far country he had resolved to make that request, but his father with a kiss, stopped him. By that kiss, his sonship was owned; by it the father said to the wretched wanderer, "You are my son."

Week 3

Counter culture Christ; what Jesus said about love.
Luke 6:27-36 (The Message)

1. Love your enemies

27-30"To you who are ready for the truth, I say this: Love your enemies. Let them bring out the best in you, not the worst. When someone gives you a hard time, respond with the energies of prayer for that person. If someone slaps you in the face, stand there and take it. If someone grabs your shirt, giftwrap your best coat and make a present of it. If someone takes unfair advantage of you, use the occasion to practice the servant life. No more tit-for-tat stuff. Live generously.

a. The people who hassle you (the car in front of me today whipping in and out of traffic on Gosling!)

b. The people who abuse you

Forgiveness means it finally becomes unimportant that you hit back.

Anne Lamott, Plan B: Further Thoughts on Faith (Riverhead Trade, 2006)

c. The people who steal from you

d. This is so important that he repeats it a second time!

35-36 "I tell you, love your enemies. Help and give without expecting a return. You'll never—I promise—regret it. Live out this God-created identity the way our Father lives toward us, generously and graciously, even when we're at our worst. Our Father is kind; you be kind.

Every night on the news, we hear horrifying reports from Iraq. In a recent Breakpoint Commentary, Charles Colson shared this moving story about a U.S. triage facility doing its best to save the lives of two Iraqi insurgents:  The U.S. medical team moved heaven and earth to save their lives. One insurgent, however, was not going to survive unless he got 30 pints of blood…  The call went out for volunteer donors; minutes later, dozens of GIs had lined up.  At the head of the line was a battle-hardened soldier named Brian Suam. Asked if it mattered that his blood was going to an insurgent, he smiled and said no—"A human life is a human life." - Chuck Colson

e. It might help your enemy, but I can promise that it will help you!

“Ye have enemies, for who can live on this Earth without them? Take heed to yourselves: love them. In no way can thine enemy so hurt thee by his violence, as thou dost hurt thyself if thou love him not.”  St. Augustine

2. Selfless love

31-34"Here is a simple rule of thumb for behavior: Ask yourself what you want people to do for you; then grab the initiative and do it for them! If you only love the lovable, do you expect a pat on the back? Run-of-the-mill sinners do that. If you only help those who help you, do you expect a medal? Garden-variety sinners do that. If you only give for what you hope to get out of it, do you think that's charity? The stingiest of pawnbrokers does that.

a. You know what you want, now go and do that for others

b. Love those who are hard to love

John 14:15 (NLT)

“If you love me, obey my commandments.”

Bible College professor Yohanna Katanacho pastored a small church in the Israeli city of Jerusalem. As a Palestinian living in Israel, and a Christian to boot, he faces a wide variety of persecution. One of the more dangerous forms of harassment comes from the Israeli soldiers who patrol the city, looking for potential terrorists. These soldiers routinely impose spontaneous curfews on Palestinians, and even have the legal right to shoot at a Palestinian if he or she does not respond quickly enough to their summons.

Christ's command in the Sermon on the Mount to "love your enemies" seemed impossible to Yohanna. And yet there it was—unambiguous and unchanging. "For me, love was an active and counter-cultural decision, because I was living in a culture that promoted hatred of the other," Yohanna says. "And not only did the context promote hate, but the circumstances fed it on a daily basis—the newspapers, television, media, neighbors, everything. One of the markers of the Israeli Jews and the Palestinian Arabs is alienating the other. To break that marker, I must have some other worldview."

At first, Yohanna tried and failed in his attempts to feel love. Instead, the Israeli soldiers' random, daily checks for Palestinian identification cards—sometimes stopping them for hours—fed Yohanna's fear and anger. As he confessed his inability to God, Yohanna realized something significant. The radical love of Christ is not an emotion, but a decision. He decided to show love, however reluctantly, by sharing the gospel message with the soldiers on the street. With new resolution, Yohanna began to carry copies of a flyer with him, written in Hebrew and English, with a quotation from Isaiah 53 and the words "Real Love" printed across the top. Every time a soldier stopped him, he handed him both his ID card and the flyer. Because the quote came from the Hebrew Scriptures, the soldier usually asked him about it before letting him go.

After several months of this, Yohanna suddenly noticed his feelings toward the soldiers had changed. "I was surprised, you know?" he says. "It was a process, but I didn't pay attention to that process. My older feelings were not there anymore. I would pass in the same street, see the same soldiers as before, but now find myself praying, 'Lord, let them stop me, so that I can share with them the love of Christ.'"

"When Love Is Impossible," Trinity Magazine

Week 4

The greatest words ever spoken on forgiveness

Matthew 18:21-35

1. The depth of forgiveness

Matthew 18:22

21 Then Peter came to him and asked, “Lord, how often should I forgive someone who sins against me? Seven times?” 22 “No, not seven times,” Jesus replied, “but seventy times seven!

Luke 17:3-4

3 So watch yourselves!  “If another believer sins, rebuke that person; then if there is repentance, forgive. 4 Even if that person wrongs you seven times a day and each time turns again and asks forgiveness, you must forgive.”

When Shannon Ethridge was just 16 years old, an act of forgiveness and love changed her life forever. While driving to her high school one day, Ethridge ran over Marjorie Jarstfar, a woman who was riding her bicycle along a country road. Marjorie died as a result, and Ethridge, who was found completely at fault by authorities, was consumed by intense guilt. She contemplated suicide several times, but she never took her life because of the healing response of one man: Gary, Jarstfar's husband.

Gary forgave the 16-year-old and asked the attorney to drop all charges against her, saving her from a probable guilty verdict. Instead, he simply asked that Ethridge continue on in the godly footsteps that his wife had taken. "You can't let this ruin your life," Gary told her more than 20 years ago. "God wants to strengthen you through this. In fact, I am passing Marjorie's legacy on to you."

Gary's act of forgiveness showed Ethridge the amazing love of God. Today, Ethridge is the bestselling author of Every Girl's Battle and Every Woman's Battle, and her recent book, Completely His: Loving Jesus Without Limits, helps women overcome guilt-ridden, wounded lives.

2. The unfair compassion of forgiveness

a. We don’t deserve it

Matthew 18:26-27

 26 “But the man fell down before his master and begged him, ‘Please, be patient with me, and I will pay it all.’ 27 Then his master was filled with pity for him, and he released him and forgave his debt.

b. They don’t deserve it

Matthew 18:30

30 But his creditor wouldn’t wait. He had the man arrested and put in prison until the debt could be paid in full.

RWANDA STORY

3. The consequence of unforgiveness

Matthew 18:35

“That’s what my heavenly Father will do to you if you refuse to forgive your brothers and sisters from your heart.”

a. Blocks us from God

b. If we don’t, it’s like we’ve never truly believed the gospels!

James 2;13

For there will be no mercy for you if you have not been merciful to others. But if you have been merciful, then God's mercy toward you will win out over his judgment against you.

In his book Hidden in Plain Sight, author and pastor Mark Buchanan writes about a woman named Regine. Originally from Rwanda, Regine came to Christ while reading her sister's Bible during the genocide that ravaged her country. When she fled to Canada for refuge, she met her husband, Gordon. They decided to return to Rwanda to show the love of Christ to the people who had once been her enemies. Regine told Mark Buchanan this story of agape love:

A woman's only son was killed. She was consumed with grief and hate and bitterness. "God," she prayed, "reveal my son's killer." 

One night she dreamed she was going to heaven. But there was a complication: in order to get to heaven she had to pass through a certain house. She had to walk down the street, enter the house through the front door, go through its rooms, up the stairs, and exit through the back door.

She asked God whose house this was.

"It's the house," he told her, "of your son's killer." 

The road to heaven passed through the house of her enemy.

Two nights later, there was a knock at her door. She opened it, and there stood a young man. He was about her son's age.

"Yes?" 

He hesitated. Then he said, "I am the one who killed your son. Since that day, I have had no life. No peace. So here I am. I am placing my life in your hands. Kill me. I am dead already. Throw me in jail. I am in prison already. Torture me. I am in torment already. Do with me as you wish." 

The woman had prayed for this day. Now it had arrived, and she didn't know what to do. She found, to her own surprise, that she did not want to kill him. Or throw him in jail. Or torture him. In that moment of reckoning, she found she only wanted one thing: a son.

"I ask this of you. Come into my home and live with me. Eat the food I would have prepared for my son. Wear the clothes I would have made for my son. Become the son I lost." 

And so he did.

Agape lovers do what God himself has done, making sons and daughters out of bitter enemies, feeding and clothing them, blazing a trail to heaven straight through their houses.

